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[Start of recorded material] 
 
Interviewer: Hi, I’m here today with Ann McMahon, who is the new Editor of 

Journal of Research in Nursing.  Ann, welcome. 
 
Respondent: Thank you. 
 
Interviewer: Do you want to tell us a little bit about your role in taking on the 

editorship of the Journal of Research in Nursing? 
 
Respondent: Yes, certainly.  I’m absolutely delighted, I feel very privileged to be 

in this role taking Journal of Research in Nursing forward.  I’ve been 
a member of the Editorial Board for a number of years and worked 
under the directorship of Professor Veronica Bishop, founding editor.  
And I’m really proud of JRN and what it stands for and what it 
achieves and I think it’s unique in the fact that it explicitly 
endeavours to make those connections between research, policy and 
practice explicit, and to do that in an international stage. 

 
 So, it’s a journal I’ve been immensely proud of, very proud to be 

associated with and taking forward the editorship of the journal is 
just a wonderful opportunity.  And I’m working in partnership with 
Professor Julienne Meyer, City University, and we’re co-editing 
together, and we have a remarkable editorial board, a lot of skills and 
expertise around that table,  lot of very capable editors who very 
often work in partnership to develop focus and special editions. 

 
Interviewer: Just touching on that point about special editions, Journal of 

Research in Nursing does publish a lot of special issues and special 
editions, and one that was recently published in March 2011, was a 
special edition on research impact. 

 
Respondent: That’s right. 
 
Interviewer: Could you tell us a little bit about this issue? 
 
Respondent: Sure, yes.  I worked with Professor Andre Le May, University of 

Southampton, and we co-edited this edition together.  Knowing that 
the Research Excellence Framework, the Higher Education Funding 
Council’s assessment of the quality of research and the benchmark it 
uses to make decisions about how funding will be allocated, we 
knew that the REF, in 2014, was different to any previous exercise in 
as much as, on this occasion, the percentage of the scoring will look 
at the impact of research, not just in terms of its impact in terms of 
citations and impact factor and the metric impact, but it will look 
specifically at the impact of research that’s published on policy and 
practice. 
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 So, very excited that JRN has been tackling this issue for a very long 

time and felt it was very pertinent that we would commission a series 
of people, some experts in the field, to offer a variety of perspectives 
on research impact in nursing, from practice development right 
through to economic impact.  Looking at social aspects of impact and 
really pulling together, I think, a really exciting edition of JRN, a 
very timely edition looking at research impact in nursing.   

 
 And I think, very much hopefully, helping those within the 

profession for whom the research excellence framework is 
fundamentally important to contribute to the debate and help move 
that forward within nursing. 

 
Interviewer: Would you describe this special edition of Journal of Research in 

Nursing as essential reading and, if so, who would be that sort of 
target audience? 

 
Respondent: I would.  I would describe it as essential reading for any academic in 

nursing who’s been put forward within the Research Excellence 
Framework, quality assessment in 2014.  I think it absolutely does 
contribute to the debate.  I know nurses here at the RCN International 
Nursing Research conference are discussing how are they going to 
put forward their case studies around research impact, and I think 
that that particular edition is essential reading for anybody who’s 
trying to get their head round that to think how they’re going to 
present nursing research in the light of its impact on policy and 
practice. 

 
Interviewer: And, as editor as the Journal, can you give us a little sneak preview 

of the forthcoming special editions and special issues [UI 04:24] can 
look forward to? 

 
Respondent: Absolutely.  Well, the current edition is looking at quality, safety and 

innovation, which is essential reading for anybody in practice and 
anybody who’s an improvement scientist keen to improve patient 
care.  Thereafter, edition 16:14, will be original papers, and what 
we’ve done this time round we’ve looked specifically at those papers 
that have been published online first, and we’ve endeavoured to 
theme them, and this next, forthcoming, edition will look at a range 
of papers addressing methodological issues and look at research 
methods. 

 
 The edition after that 16:15 is being edited by my co-editor, 

Professor Julienne Meyer, and that will bring together a focus edition 
papers that are looking at care in dementia, major, major policy 
issue.  And Julienne has commissioned papers from across the globe 
that looks at the nursing contribution to dementia care, and there’s 
some very exciting papers in that edition. 
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 And then we finish the year off, 2011, with an edition on nursing 
education – the final edition of this year is being edited by our two 
Canadian associate editors, Professor Linda McGillis-Hall and 
Professor Sean Clarke at the University of Toronto.  They are pulling 
together a focus edition on workforce, and, globally, the whole issue 
around the nursing workforce is fundamentally important, so we’re 
really excited about their forthcoming edition and the contribution 
that will make to the debates around research in nursing workforce. 

 
Interviewer: It sounds like you’ve got a busy time ahead and we wish you the best 

of luck.  Thank you very much. 
 
  
 
[End of recorded material] 
 
 
NOTES: [UI 00:00] Unintelligible 


